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PARKER FOUNDATION GRANT GOES TO USD LEGAL CLINIC
The University of San Diego's School of Law has received
a grant from the Gerald and Inez Parker Foundation, La Jolla,
to re-establish the Law School's Neighborhood Legal and Family
Service Program in Linda Vista.

The grant will provide support

of $8,500 a year for two years.
In accepting the award from Kenneth Rearwin, chairman of
the Parker Foundation, Law Dean Sheldon Krantz said the grant
"is deeply appreciated and gives the School of Law the opportunity
to utilize our skills in further service to the community."
According to USD law professor Walt Heiser, director of
USD's legal clinics, the Linda Vista program resumed operation
on February 8.

Active from 1972 to 1981 in cooperation with

the Family Service Association, the program provided free legal
and social services to low-income clients.

It was terminated

when revenue-sharing funds were lost through county cutbacks
and United Way support alone could not maintain the clinic.
"The clinic is badly needed," says Heiser.

"The Legal

Aid Society has reduced its staff and consolidated all of its
neighborhood offices into one office in southeast San Diego.
It is overwhelmed with clients and can no longer offer the

(
level of assistance needed in the Linda Vista community, which
- more -
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has one of the largest concentrations of minorities in the
County."

In 1970, the area had the fourth highest total of

persons at the poverty level of all county subregions.

"Low-

income persons often do not know their rights or the legal
options available to them, and lack the resources to obtain
needed legal services," Heiser explained.

"These problems

are compounded when language and cultural differences are
involved, as they are among the Asian refugee population."
The program is operating out of the offices of the
Family Services Association.

Its legal services represent

low-income clients with a variety of legal problems, including
domestic violence, divorce, tenant-landlord complaints, and
consumer issues.

It provides legal consultation and advice and,

in appropriate cases, legal representation in court.

The clinic

is open at least one evening a week for intake interviews;
after the initial interview, all other legal work is performed
at the clinic offices on the USD campus.
Dean Krantz described the re-opening of the Linda Vista
clinic as "an important event in the life of the University,
the School of Law, and the Linda Vista community," and cited the
Parker Foundation for its sensitive and generous response to the
project and the needs of the community.
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